
 

 

 

 

 

                   15th July 2020 

Dear Parents 

I have had so many emails during this period from various Headteachers, local authority people and 

the like that start with the words ‘Let me begin by apologising for the length of this email’. This 

always fills me with dread straight away. Unfortunately I am now going to say the same to you. This 

is a very long letter and it contains a great deal of information but please do read it carefully. It 

contains the arrangements we are putting in place for September and I have tried to be as clear as 

possible. I will send some of the details out again at the end of August (I know what it feels like to 

lose letters at home!). So here goes… 

September Opening 

Below are the details of how the school will be opening on the 2nd September. In putting these plans 

together we have followed the government guidelines, which I think it is fair to say are ‘flexible’, but 

with the aim of minimising risk. Of course these plans do not eradicate risk but I am confident they 

will allow a safe and purposeful return to school for the new academic year. 

Children will be entering and leaving the school at different gates and at different times. They are as 

follows: 

Drop off in the morning 

Reception – through the main school gate at 9:00pm. The gate will close at 9:10am 

Year 1 – through the KS1 playground gate at 8:45am. The gate will close at 8:50am 

Year 2 – through the KS1 playground gate at 8:35am. The gate will close for this class at 8:40am 

Year 3 – through the main gate at 8:35am. The gate will close for this year at 8:40am 

Year 4 – through the main gate at 8:45am. The gate will close for this year at 8:50am 

Year 5 – through the staff car park single gate at 8:35am. The gate will close for this year at 8:40am 

Year 6 – through the staff car park double gate at 8:45am. The gate will close at 8:50am. 

It is essential that parents are on time. For instance, if a year 2 child is late they will have to wait 

with their parents until the year 1 children have all entered. 
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Collection at the end of the day 

Reception – through the main school gate at 2:50pm.  

Year 1 – through the KS1 playground gate at 3:15pm.  

Year 2 – through the KS1 playground gate at 3:05pm.  

Year 3 – through the main gate at 3:05pm.  

Year 4 – through the main gate at 3:15pm.   

Year 5 – through the staff car park single gate at 3:05pm   

Year 6 – through the staff car park double gate at 3:15pm   

Again it will be essential that children are collected on time. Just like drop off, if a year 3 child is not 

collected on time they will need to wait until after the year 4 children have departed. 

To make the waiting area safer for the year 5 and 6 children, the staff car park will not used by cars 

from 8:25 to 9:00am and 2:55 to 3:25pm. 

Any children walking home on their own will leave through the school gate at 3:20pm regardless of 

which class they are in as we are conscious of pedestrians and cars moving around in the village hall 

car park at the same time. 

Arrangements in school 

Children should wear full school uniform and will require a PE kit in school. We will no longer share 

spare kit, including plimsolls or trainers. The guidance says that there will no longer be a need to 

wash uniform every day when schools open in September 

Most year groups will have access to toilets that just they will use and these will be cleaned during 

the day. Years 1 and 2, 3 and 4, 5 and 6 will share the playground but will remain separated.  

Every child will have their own stationery pack so should not bring in a pencil case or similar to use 

from home. The use of other equipment or resources that are used across the school and by 

different year groups will be ‘quarantined’ for the appropriate period of time if they cannot be easily 

cleaned. 

At this stage reception children will not use a playground at the same time as other children and as 

they have their own large outside area do not need to. Parents will be come into a drop off ‘zone’ at 

the beginning and end of the day as we realise saying goodbye can be difficult for reception children 

… and parents! Unfortunately parents will not be able to take their children to the classrooms in the 

morning as has happened in previous years. 

Hot school meals will be provided and these will be eaten by all those that choose to in the school 

hall. The year groups will be able to remain distanced by having every year group eating their packed 

lunches in the classrooms. This will allow us the space to do this. 

Will we continue to have collective worship twice a week but this will take place outside and with 

the school divided into 2 groups.  
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The children will obviously be told to wash their hands frequently including on arrival, before and 

after being outside, before and after eating and on a regular basis. The children that have been in 

school since the 1st June have taken to this very well. We have also had kindly had donated to us two 

hands-free sanitiser dispensers by Furnitubes for which we are very grateful. These will be 

positioned strategically around the school in addition to our classroom routines. 

The classrooms will be set up in a way that minimises the risk of transmission. However it is not 

practical to have rows of front facing tables in every class. The teachers are aware of the guidance 

and know our aim is to reduce risk to an absolute minimum and the final decision about the set up 

of their classes will be with the teachers. 

We will of course adapt the class timetables to fit in with the new arrangements and I completely 

trust the teachers to make use of every moment of time. Of course there will be a need to take into 

account the time children have been out of school, not only academically but also how it has 

affected their mental wellbeing and also their readiness to learn. The teacher’s timetable and 

coverage in class will reflect this and I have no doubt that you will be completely confident in us 

getting this right. We will not be focusing solely on literacy and numeracy as perhaps has been 

suggested in the media but will continue to offer a varied and exciting curriculum which will ensure 

children are keen to come into school and learn. It’s business as usual in terms of this! 

As we will need to minimise the number of adults in school, and because of the layout of the area, 

the school office will be closed to parents other than by email and telephone. However the office 

staff will be available from 8:50 to 9:10am each day if you do need to see someone face to face. As 

has been the case now, a table will be left outside for anything that needs to be dropped off or 

collected.  

As I am sure you understand we will not be operating after school activity clubs to start with. 

However our peripatetic musicians will be coming in to school to resume their music lessons whilst 

of course practising appropriate social distancing and following the guidelines. I am currently 

working out those arrangements and we will write to you about this is due course. I should say at 

this point that we will not be continuing with Rock Steady. I know the children have enjoyed the 

tuition but space and restrictions mean that it is impossible to manage. It was already a strain on 

space previously and therefore I have taken the difficult decision to end their visits to us. I apologise 

to anyone that is disappointed with this. 

Wrap Around Care 

We believe that we can operate a version of our current arrangements safely and in a way so that 

the risk is minimised in accordance to the government guidance. The details are as follows: 

Early Morning Club 

This will open at 7:45am and will take place in the late care building (years R, 1 and 2) and one of the 

mobile classrooms (years 3, 4, 5 and 6). All children will enter through the late care building as 

normal. The children will be encouraged to socially distance as much is possible which is why two 

buildings will be used and we will increase our staffing to assist with this. Unfortunately we are not 

in a position to provide breakfast at the moment but once we are up and running it may be that we 

can solve problems surrounding this. The price of before school provision will now be £3:00 per 

session 
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Twilight 

This will be open from 3:15pm to 4:30pm and will take place in the Twilight mobile classroom. The 

different year groups will be socially distanced as much as is possible in order to minimise risk. We 

will provide a drink and biscuit as normal and parents will enter through the school office to collect 

their children. The cost of this will remain at £3:50 per session 

Late Care 

This will be open from 3:15pm to 5:30pm and will take place in the main late care building. The 

provision will finish earlier due to the need for thorough cleaning each day. The different year 

groups will be socially distanced as much as is possible in order to minimise risk. Unfortunately, at 

this stage we can only offer a drink and a biscuit so children may wish to bring an additional snack 

with them. The cost of this will now be £6:50 per session 

In order for these to operate with as minimal risk as possible, it is vital that children are collected on 

time. Places will need to be booked in advance and we will not be able to take children where this 

has not happened whilst there is a need for minimising risk. I’m sure you understand all the changes 

we have made to our wrap around care and thank you for your support. A booking form will be sent 

out in the next couple of days which I would ask you to complete as soon as possible.  

I think that they are all the arrangements that I need to share with you at the moment. I think it is 

acceptable for me to say that if certain plans do not quite work out we might make small 

amendments but I certainly think we have given it enough thought and consideration to say that 

these will only be slight.  

I have had some enquiries about how children that are currently shielding will be catered for from 

September. In order for us to abide by the guidelines whilst also ensuring the staffing is in place to 

allow for a successful return for the children, we are not able to offer anything additional to the 

aforementioned plans. I have tried to be honest and not make false promises. The children will not 

be kept apart within their year group and the expectation is that all pupils will return. I personally 

feel this is the right thing to do and am assuming all children will be in. However the decision 

remains your own. By way of reassurance, I can say that since March 23rd what we have done in 

school has been safe, welcoming and appreciated by the parents. This includes our 1st June return 

too. We do not take your concerns lightly, after all what we are doing is minimising risk, but I hope 

you can feel confident with our approach. 

I for one am really looking forward to September, albeit after a bit of a break, and I hope you and the 

children are too. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Mr S J Way 

 


