Foxes Class Newsletter
Term 2
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to Term 2, which promises to be a very busy term, as we quickly lead up to Christmas. I hope you
and the children enjoyed a rest last week and that the children are ready for another term full of exciting
learning opportunities!
Thank you for making Miss Vella feel so welcome during the first part of her teaching placement last term. She
has enjoyed being part of our class and school, and is looking forward to the rest of her time with us. This term
she will teach the class from Monday to Thursday morning, Mrs Berry will teach on a Thursday afternoon and I
will teach on Fridays. As before, when Miss Vella is teaching, it gives me the valuable opportunity to work
closely with smaller groups of children within the classroom to support and extend their learning. I will continue
to oversee the planning and delivery of the curriculum throughout her placement.
With the continuing aim of working in partnership with you to support your child’s learning, the following
provides a brief outline of the teaching and learning that will take place across the curriculum in Foxes Class
this term.
In literacy we will start with a focus on poetry, including listening to, learning, reading and writing poems. This
will include lots of creative work around language. We will then be exploring narratives with recurring language
patterns around the theme of winter stories. Within the literacy curriculum, we will teach daily phonics to
support reading and spelling, and I will hear your child read at least once a week through guided reading
sessions. We will also maintain a strong focus on spelling, punctuation and grammar within literacy lessons.
In maths we will cover a range of topics, including calculations in the context of money; multiplication and
division; 2D and 3D shapes; and basic data handling. We will continue to secure the 2 and 10 times tables and
regularly use and apply place value and basic number knowledge from term one. We will also be working to
strengthen mental arithmetic skills and continually build in opportunities for reasoning and problem solving.
In science our topic this term, and continuing after Christmas, is ‘Living things and their habitats’, within which
we will explore the seven life processes that all living things must do; investigate habitats in which living things
survive and thrive; and find out about food chains. I am hoping the weather will be kind to us, so that we have
the opportunity to get outside and discover the habitats our school environment has to offer at this time of
the year! Mrs Berry will continue to teach the children science this term.
Following a detailed history topic last term, we will now cover a geography unit on ‘Continents and Oceans of the
World’. The children will use maps, atlases and globes to find out where places are in the world, and we will look
in detail at some aspects of each of the seven continents.
In music the children will be learning how to play the recorder at a basic level. They will start by learning how
to correctly hold and use a recorder, and go on to look at musical notes on a stave, to play basic tunes as a whole
class and in smaller groups. We will also be learning lots of new songs in preparation for our Christmas nativity.
Our RE topic explores Christian Saints and the Christmas story. The children will learn about the lives of Saints
and have opportunities to reflect on what we can learn from their actions.
Our PSHE lessons will focus on ‘Getting on and falling out’, looking closely at friendships, feelings and emotions.
As always in PSHE there will be many opportunities for discussion and working with others, and as is always the
case, there are consistent PSHE learning opportunities in day to day school life as well as in the specific
lessons.

Our computing topic is entitled ‘We are Detectives’ and relates to sending emails and identifying clues to solve
‘mysteries’. As part of this topic the children will also develop further understanding of e-safety and being
responsible online.
In DT this term we will be experimenting with sewing! The children will go through the process of exploring
existing products, designing their own creations, making their designs into finished items and evaluating their
work. In this case, it will be to make hand-sewn Christmas tree decorations.
In PE, we will continue to develop our class ‘wake and shake’ routine in dance lessons. Towards the end of the
term, we intend to enter some children into the wake and shake competition between our local schools, and
more information will follow about this nearer the time. For outdoor PE, we will initially be doing tag rugby and
then go on to hockey skills. We are lucky to have Mrs Fulton working with us for some PE sessions this term, so
lessons will initially be on a Wednesday morning and a Friday afternoon, and I will inform you if this changes.
Please ensure that your child has a named PE kit in school, with warmer clothing as the weather gets colder.
Please also ensure that any long hair is tied back and earrings are removed for your children’s safety.
Home learning
Thank you for your support with completing spellings and homework last term. Our system will continue in the
same way, with spellings being sent home on a Thursday, to be practised in the grids given, and tested the
following Tuesday. The children will also continue to be given another piece of homework from another area of
the curriculum. We will continue to change reading books on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday to come home,
however we are really encouraging the children to develop independence and therefore remind them that is
their responsibility to put their books in the basket for changing, otherwise they might miss the chance to
change their reading book that day.
As spellings remain a whole school focus, I am sending home a copy of the ‘common exception words’ (words that
do not necessarily follow regular spelling rules) that children are expected to know by the end of Year 2. There
are a vast amount of selling rules and patterns that we are learning at school, but if the children can try to
secure these ‘tricky’ spellings, it will help support the spelling element of their writing,
Important dates for your diary:
Thursday 16th November: Parent Consultations
Friday 17th November: Children in need
Monday 4th December: Nativity dress rehearsal (performed to the school only)
Wednesday 6th December: KS1 Nativity for parents/ carers (2pm)
Thursday 7th December: KS1 Nativity for parents/ carers (2pm)
Friday 8th December: Christmas fayre
Friday 15th December: Christmas jumper day
Friday 15th December: Rock Steady Concert
Tuesday 19th December: End of Term 2 for children
Thursday 4th January: Start of Term 3

I am sure this will be another busy, rewarding and enjoyable term for the children, and I appreciate all of your
continued support. If you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to come and see me.
Kind regards,
Miss Holmes, Mrs Richardson & Miss Mann

